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Law Schoo-l Report

Innovative course in
advanced trial technique

hones students' skills

T

he course is C'a.lled Advanced Trial Teclmique, and the UB Law School
students w ho were learning the intricacies of litigatio n wo rk this spring
certainly showed d1ey had ad vanced in skill.
The innovative course gives students acaden1ic credit fo r prepa~ing for
and pa1ticipating in trial teaJ11 competitio ns. 11'lree teams of students
progressed far into d1e final rounds of two such com petitions d1is spring.
"1l1ey know that it is good training to be Dial lawyers," said Tho mas P. "Tim"
Franczyk, the Buffalo City Court judge w ho oversees the Advan ced Trial Tedmique
progrdffi. And it is no cakewalk: The stude nts meet fo ur o r five tin1es a week,
Franczyk said, "working o n different aspects of the case program; we evaluate d1e ir
perfo rmance, and d1ey come back the next clay and do it again."
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po und gra ndmo the r. But as the pallbeare rs were canying it to d1e gravesite, d1e
unfo rtunate w o ma n's body bro ke
thro ug h and went ro lling down d1e hill.
l11e q uestio n at issue was o ne of liability.
"We had two really stro ng teams,''
said attorney Diane LaVallee '83, fo nne rly of d1e New Yo rk State attorney gene ral's office in Buffalo, w ho was a principal
coach alo ng wid1]ulie Atti '03 and Kristin
St. Ma1y '03. "l11e re were no weak links
in e id1er team. 111is was probably first
time UB sent two teams to d1e semifinals.
We started p racticing i.njanua1y and
spent a lo ng time wid1 d1ese people."
111ird-year student john Fo rd was
w id1i.n o ne point of taking the ho nors as
top individual o ralist. "You a re judged o n
a combinatio n of your trial s kills, your
advocacy skills and your presentatio n in
d1e courtroom ," he said.
He served as d1e "swing" mem ber of
his team - he was ready to arg ue for e ith e r side. "Since you have to know both
s ides of the case, it ah11ost can work to
your benefit," he said. "As a defense atto rney, you have to know w hat d1e
plaintiff is going to come at you w id1,
a nd vice versa."
Of the trial com petition, Ford said : "l f
the re is a nyd1i.ng I have learned, it is how
i.mpo1tant preparatio n is. It seemed
sometimes that we spent eve1y waking
moment on this closing argument, or
that cross-examinatio n, and o n and on.
You a re actually learning how to think
o n your feet, learning how to make an
argument. Tl1is is a way to be <u·ound attorneys who have tried cases in courtrooms, an d d1e expe1ie nce and being
able to deal w ith d1ese anorneys has just
been unbelievable fo r all o f us."
Od1ers who helped coach and teacl1
the tea mc; were james Gmble j r. '96, Biian Melber '%, Cl'liis O'Brien, Brandon
P01tis '99, Anckew Fanizzi '99 and Peter
Kcx>sho ian]r. 'O l.

